Lung transplant: Candidates for referral and the waiting list.
For patients with end-stage lung diseases, lung transplant may significantly extend survival and improve quality of life. Identifying patients that are likely to benefit from a lung transplant is essential to positive outcomes and to maximizing life expectancy for each patient. Prompt referral to and communication with an experienced lung transplant center allows for timely completion of the formal evaluation of candidacy and placement on the organ transplant waiting list. This article summarizes the selection criteria for lung transplant candidates, including when physicians should refer patients to transplant centers for evaluation and placement on the lung transplant waiting list.